Cka3ku ObpaTbeB Fpumm.
MenBeXHUK (MepBeXaTHUK)

Xun-6bn1 Hekorpga Ha CBeTe MOJ0OOoMW
napeHb, KOTOporo 3aBepboBanu B conpaTbl; OH O6wuncs xpabpo mn Obin
BCErga BMepean TaM, rpge cbinanacsd CBUHLOBbLIA FOPOX.

Moka pavMnacb BOWHA, BCe W10 JlAfHO; HO C 3aK/JAW4YeHUMEeM Mupa OH
NoONy4Yuna OTCTaBKY, W KanuTaH CKa3ajll €My, 4TO OH MOXeT UATU Ha
BCE 4eTblpe CTOPOHLI.

Pooutenun ero yxe noMepnu, poaAMTENbCKOro KpoBa Yy Hero He 0Obifo;
BOT M MOWeN OH K CBOMM OpaTbdAM M CTan MX NPOCUTb, 4YTOOb OHMU
NPOKOPMUIIN €ro OO0 Ha4vana HOBOW BOMWHbI.

Ho O6paTbs ero ObiM XxecTokocepaoHbl M CKa3anu: «pe HaMm c Tobowm
BO3MTbCA? Tbl HaM He HyXeH — nogu, caMm cebsa nponuTbiBam». Y
conpgata 3a Aywow ObIO TONMbKO €ro pyxbe, ero u B34/ OH Ha nfaevo
W 3agymMan C HuM 6BpecTu no cBerTy.

BoT u npuwen oH Ha 60NbWwylw MNOMSHY, Ha KOTOPOW HUYero He Obio,
TONbKO [epeBbsf KPYroM pocnu; nog OQHUM M3 HUX U npucen b6epgHak
M cTan o ceoen cyabbe pa3gymbiBaTb. «[leHer y MeHs HeT, — ayMan
OH, — W HWYEMY-TO 1 He Hay4yeH, KpPOMe BOEHHOro pemMmecna; a
Tenepb, KakK MUp 3aK/IO4YEH, TaK M HE HYXEeH § HUKOMY; Bnepef
BUXY, 4YTO NpuaeTcs NOJOXHYTb C rosioga».

BOopyr nocnbiwancs KakouM-TO WyM, WM KOFga OH OrnfaHysncsd, TO yBupaen
nepen cobow He3HakKOMUa B 3e/1€HOW ofexae, MONoAuEeBaToro Ha Buf,
HO C MPEeCKBEPHbIMX NOWAAMHBIMA KOMbITaMX BMECTO HOrM. «3Hal 1, 4TO
Tebe HYXHO, — CKa3an OH conpaTy, — OEHer u BCAKOro pgobpa y
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Tebs ObypmeT CTONbKO, CKONMbKO Yy Teba XBaTWUT CUN NOTPaAaTUTb; HO
TONbKO A BNepen OONXEH 3HaTb, 4YTO Tbl HE Tpyc, 4TOoOb He OapoM
Ha Teba TpaTuTb geHbru». — «Conpat, pga 4T00bl TpycoMm OGbin! 06
3TOM 1 4YTO-TO He ChbiXal.. A BNpPOYEM, MOXElWb UCNbITATb MEHA». —
«JlapgHO, — CKa3an He3HaKoMel, — BOT, OrfISHUCb-Ka Ha3ap».

ConpaT orngaHyncs v yeupgen 6onbworo MenBens, KOTOpPbiM C yp4YaHbeM
wen npaMo Ha Hero. «0ro! — cka3an conpat. — [an-ka a Tebqa,
npuatenb, TakK NOA HOCOM MoleKo4dyy, 4TOo y Tebs K ypuyaHbl OxoTa
nponageT!» — MNPUIOXUICA M BLICTPENOM CBanuia MeaBens HeOBWUXHbLIM
Ha 3eMni.

«Buxy, — ckKa3an He3HakoMel, — 4YT0 Yy Tebda HeT HepocTaTKka B
XpabpocTn; HO S OONXeH npeanoxutb Tebe ewe opHo oba3aTenbHoe
ycnosue..» — «Ecnu TONbKO OHO He nNoOMewaeT ChnaceHulw MOen gyum, —
CKa3an conpgart (OH yX 3Han, C KeM uMeeT fefnio), — a TO A9 HU 3a
YTO He cornawycb». — «A BOT CaM yBUOMlUb, — CKa3ajl He3HaKoMel,
— Tbl gonxeH noobewatb MHe, 4TO B 6nuxanume ceMb neT He Oypeuwb
MbiITbCSi, OGopombl M BONOC He Oygewb 4YecaTb, HOrNTEN He CTaHelWb
CTPUYb M MONMUTB 4YnTatb He bypmewb. CBepx Toro, a nam tebe Takyiw
ooexay W nnaw, KOTOopble Thl B TeYEeHUe >TOro BPEMEHMU [OJIKEH
HOCUTb He CcHuMasd. Konu Tbl HE yMpelwb B TEYeHWe 3TUX CeMu JfeT,
To Tbl bypgewb cBobopmeH M 6orat Ha BCH XU3Hb».

Conpat nopmyMan O TOM KpPaWHOCTU, B KOTOPOW OH Haxopuncs,
BCMNOMHUN, CKOJNIbKO pa3 Cjy4anocb eMy MATM Ha CMepTb, U peWunscs
elle pa3s B XU3HU PUCKHYTb, W [Oan CBOE COrnacue 4yepry.

ToT cHan c ceba 3eneHyw ogexay, nogan ee congaTty M cKasan:
«ECnu Tbl 3TO NNaTbe HafeHelWb W CYHellb PYKYy B KapMaH, TO Bcerpga
BblHEWb W3 HEro MOJIHEWEHbKY FOPCTb OEHEer».

[loTOM OH coppan C MegBefns WKYpY M CKasan: «J3Ta WKypa AOOJIXHa
Tebe CAyXuTb NNawoM M MOCTENbl; Ha HeW Tbl OONXEH CnaTb U HU B
KakKyl WHYI nocTefslb He NoxuTtbca. o 3ToMy nnawy Tbl U OOJSIKEH
Ha3blBaTbCs MeOBEXHUKOM» .

Cka3aB 3TKW CfioBa, 4YepT uUcCYes.

ConpaT Hapgen 3efieHyw ofexpy, CYHYNn ToTdac pPYKYy B KapMaH M
Hawen, 4To BCe CKa3aHHOe ObABOSIOM ObII0O COBEPIWEHHO BEPHO.

3aTeM HaKWHYN OH Ha Njeyun MeaBexblw WKypy, nobpen no beny
cBeTy, Ob1 O4YeHb Becen M OOBOSIEH W He ynyckan chydyas
noBecenntb cebd M NOTPaTUTb [OEHbLIHU.



B nepBbM rom nepeMeHa B HeM Obna ewe He o4YeHb 3aMeTHa, HO BO
BTOPOM OH YXe CMOTPesica HacToawuM 4YynoBuwem. Bonocbl noytwu
3akpbiBanu emy nuuyo, 6opoma noxogwuna Ha CMNOWHOM KycOK rpy6oro
BOWNOKA, Ha nanbuax ObNM CMOBHO KOFTWM, a Ha Nuue — TakKoW Cfou
rpA3M, 4YTO XOTb TpPaBy Ha HEM CeMu.

KTo ero Bupgen, TOT OT Hero npoyb 6exan; HO TaK KakK OH BcCoay
pa3naBan 6enHbIM OeHbru, NPOCAa WX MONMUTbLCS 3@ HEro M NpoCuUTb Yy
bora, 4Ttobbl OH B TeyeHue cCeMn NneT He yMep, TaK KaK MNPUTOM OH
3a BCe OT/QINYHO pacnnayvyumBancsd, TO OH BCe Xe elue Haxogun cebe
BClooy MnpuioT.

Ho Ha 4yeTBepThLIM rog Npuien OH B FOCTUHULY, U XO39UH €€ yXe He
X0TeNn ero BnyCckaTb M [laxe B XJIeBY He corjawasncs noMecTuTb ero,
noToMy 4yTto 6oanca nowagen CBOUX nepenyratb.

OpHakKo Xe, Korga MeOBeXHWK CYHYNn PYyKYy B KapMaH W BbiTawwun
OTTyga FOpCTb OYyKaTOB, TO XO3fIMH HECKOSIbKO CMATrYMnca u oTBen
eMy KOMHaTKy B 3afHeM ¢nurenbke.

Ho BCce Xe B34/11 C Hero CJ/ioBOo, 4YTO OH He 6ygeT HMKyOa M3 KOMHAThI
BbIXOOMWTb, 4YTOOb HE NyCTUTb OYPHYW cnaBy 06 ero roctuHuue.

B TOoT peHb Be4yepoM, Korga MeOBEXHUK Cuaen OAMH M OT BCEW Aywwu
Xenan, 4ToObl yCNIOBHble CeMb JeT MNOCKopee Npownau, OH ycnblwan B
OOHOM W3 CMEXHbIX KOMHAaT rpPOMKMM XanobHoih nnad. Cepoue y Hero
ObiNn0 CcocTpapawwee; OH OTBOPUN OBepb B COCEOHWH KOMHATy MU
yBugen TaM MNOXMNOro 4YenoBeka, KOTOPbIM nnakan HaB3pbig, B
oTyasHuM 6ecnpecTaHHO XBaTafACb 3a rOJOBY.

MenoBeXHUWK nogowen K HEeMy, HO TOT BCKOo4Yun M cobpancs bexaTb.
HakoHelu, HEeCKONbKO ONpaBUBWWCbL OT WUCAyra W YycChnblwas
yenoBe4yeCcKMM ronoc, OH OMNOMHUNCH, W MeOBEeXHWKY J1aCKOBbIM
obpalleHMeM K HeMy YyaanoCb-TakKW BbISCHUTb MOBOO €ro COKPYWEHUN.
Oka3anocCcb, 4YTO €ero COCTOfiHME Masfo-noMany pas3sfieTesioCcb MNpaxoMm;
OH W €ero pgo4vyepu [OONXHb ObIM TepneTb KPaWHW HYyXOy BO BCEM.
HakoHel, OH Tak obepgHan, 4TO eMy HeyeM ObII0O 3anaaTUTb XO3SMHY
3a KBapTupy, W eMy rpo3una TpbMa.

«Konu y Bac HeT HMKakux Apyrux 3aboTt, — CcKa3an MeOgBEXHWK, — TO
OeHer y MeHs [OOCTaTO4HO, M 9 MOry BaM noMoub». OH npu3Ban
X039MHa, ynnaTun eMy [oar nocTofafibUua M CBeEpX TOro CyHyn euwe
HEeCYaCTHOMY B KapMaH MNOJIHbIN KoWwesieKk 30/f0Ta.

Korpa cTtapuk 6bin Takmm obpa3oM msbaBneH OT CBOUX TAXKMX 3abor,



OH YyXe He 3Han, 4YeM Bblpa3uTb MNPU3HATENIbHOCTb K CBOEMY
bnaropgetenw. «loMgeM KO MHe, — CKa3ajll OH, — [OYepu y MeH4
YyyOHble KpacaBuubl; BbiOupan cebe u3 HuUx Nwbyw B XeHbl. Korga OHM
Yy3HawT, 4TO Tbl QNS MeHAa cpenan, TO HU ofHa M3 Hux Tebe He
oTkaxeT. Tbl, npaBpa, He o0cobeHHO KpacuB; HY [Oa XeHa Teb4
cyMeeT NPMBECTU B MNOPAOOK».

MeOoBeXHUMKY 3TO NpefsioxeHue npuwnocb No cepauy, W OH nowen 3a
CBOMM HOBbIM 3HAKOMLEM.

Korpgpa cTapwas pQpo4yb ero yBupesna, OHa TaK YyXacCHynacb ero
BHEWHOCTU, 4YTO B3BM3rHyNa ¥ nNpodb nobexana; ppyras, XOTd M He
nobexana, orndgena ero OT roJflIoBbl OO NATOK, OOQHAKO Xe& CKa3ana:
«Kak xe Mory s B34Tb cebe B MyxXbf TOro, KTo M obnuka
yenoBeyeckoro He uMmeeT? [la 9 ckopee Bbiwna 6bl 3aMyx 3a obputoro
Mensend, KOTOPOro Mbl 3deCb OfHaxAbl BUOENU; OH cCTapancsa
Ka3aTbCA 4YeNI0BEKOM — Ha HeM Obln U rycapCkun MeHTUK, u benble
nepyatkn. byob oH Tonbko 6e3o0bpaseH, s Obl ewe Kak-HMOyOob Morna
C HUM CBbIKHYTbCSH..»

A Mnapwas poyb CKa3ana: «Mwunbin 6aTwwka, 3TO, BEPHO, XOpPOWWUW
4yenoBekK, MOTOMYy 4YTO OH MOMOr BaM BbINYTAaTbCHA M3 HYXObl; U e€Cnu
Bbl eMy B Harpagy 3a 3Ty ycnyry obewanu goyb B HeBeCThl, TO Bawe
CNI0BO [OO/IXHO 6bITb TBEPOO».

Xanb, 4TO0 NUUO MefBeXHUKa ObIIO NPUKPLITO BONOCAaMU U TYCTbIM
cnoeM rpasu, a TO0 6bNO OBl BMOHO, KakK ero ceppue papoBasnocChb,
Korga OH ycnbiwan 3Tu pobpbie cnosa!

OH CcHAN KONbUO C nNanbua, pa3fsioMuUs ero nonosiaMm M oTpan OfHY
NONIOBUHKY €W, a Apyrywo ypepxan npu cebe. Ha ee nonoBuHke
Hanucan OH CBOEe MMA, a Ha CBOEW MNOJIOBUHKE €e uMA M Npocun ee
TwatenbHo nobepeyb 3TY MOMOBUHKY.

3aTeM OH NPOCTUNACA C HEN M CKa3an: «f [QoNxXeH ewe Tpu ropa
CTpaHcTBOBaTb No Oeny cBeTy, M €CNN He BEPHYCb MO UCTEYEHUHU
ux, TO Tbl cBOBOOHa — 3TO0 OypgeT 3HauuTb, 4TO 4 ymMep. Ho Monu xe
focnoga O TOM, 4YTOObl OH COXPaHU MHE XU3Hb>».

bepHas HeBecTa ofenacb BCA B YepHOe, M KaxAbih pa3, Kak ee
XEeHUX NpUXoaun €en Ha naMATb, Cfe3bl HaBepTbiBaJiIMCb Yy Hee Ha
rna3sa. Co CTOpPOHb CecTep CBOMX OHa BuAeNna TONbKO HAaCMEWKU U
rnymnexvue. «CMOTpu, — CKa3ana CTapwas, — He faBal eMy pyku, a
TO OH, NOXanyu, nNo pyke ypaput Teba nanou!» — «beperucb, —



roBopusia BTopas cecTpa, — MenBeau Befb OoNnbliMe cnacTeHbl; Tak

ecnnm Tbl eMy MNOHpaBUWbLCA, OH, MOXanywn, ewe cCbecT Tebsa». — «Tebe
BCerga npuaeTca MCNONHATbL ero BONW, — roBopwuna crapwas, — a He
TO OH, MNOoXanyu, ewe BopYaTb CTaHeT». A BTOpasd cecTpa
nogxsaTbiBana: «Hy, 3ato cBagbba OypeT Becenas — MeaBegun-To

BeOb XOpowo maAwyT!»

HesecTa Monyana u He paBana cbutb ceba C TonKy. A MeOBEXHUK
TeM BpeMeHeM 6bpogun no beny cBeTy M3 MecTa B MecTo, penas
nobpo, rpe Mor, u nopmasan 6egHbIM WEOPYW MWUIOCTBLIH, MNPOCH MUX,
4YTOObl OHW 3@ HEero MOJIUSUCH.

C paccBeTOM MNOC/A€QHEro AHA YCJ/IOBJSIEHHbIX CEMW JIeT OH CHOBa BblWeN
Ha Ty Xe NONAHYy W Ccen nog OQHO W3 OepeBbeB, KOTOpble pocnwu
KpyroMm ee. Bckope 3acBucTan BeTep, W 4YepT ABWUICA Nepen HUM
XMypbii U cepouTbii; OH Bpocun eMy cTapoe ero nnatbe, a OT HEero
notpebosan obpaTHO CBOW 3eneHyw ogexay. «HeTt, norogun ewe! —
CKa3an MeaBeXHUK. — CHayana Tbl elWe MeHA OYUCTUTb [OOSIKEH».
Bonen-HeBonen npuuwaocb 4YepTy BOAb NPUHECTU, 4YTOOb 0OMbITH
MeOBeXHWKa, MNPUWIOCb pacyecaTb €My BOJIOCH M obpe3aTb HOrTU, U
CTall OH no-npexHeMy 6paBbiM BOEHHbLIM fOa elue, MNOXanyuh, KpacuBee
npexHero.

Korpa 4ept 6naronony4yHo yganuncsd, TO Yy MeABEXHMKa Mofieryano Ha
cepaue.

OH nowen B ropopn, opencsa B boratyw 6GapxaTHyw ogexgy, cen B
MOBO3KY, 3aMnpsAXeHHYlw 4YeTBEPKOW pe3BbiX CaBpacbiXx KOHEW, M noexan
K OOMYy CBOEW HEBECThI.

HMKTO ero y3HaTb He Mor. 0OTewL HeBeCTbl CYesl €ro 3a 3HaTHOro
NONIKOBHMKA M BBEN MNPsSIMO B KOMHATy, rge CUOenn ero A04YKK.

OH ponxeH ObN CcecTb 3a CTOJSIOM Mexay [AOBYMA CTapWUMMMU: OHMU
yrouanu ero BWHOM, Kfanun eMy Ha Tapenky nyduume KYyCKU, U UM
Ka3asoCb, 4YTO OHM elle HUKOrga He BUAbIBANM MyX4YMHbl KpacuBee
ero. Heesecta xe cupgena nNpoTWUB HEro B CBOEM YepHOM NfaTbe, rnas
Ha Hero He nogHWMana W Cr0Ba HE MNPOPOHMUNA.

Korpa xe OH, HaKOHel, Cnpocwun oTua, He OTmacT /M OH 3a Hero
OO0HY M3 CBOMX poyepen, obe cTapwve poyepum BCKOYMIM M3-3a CTONaA
n nobexanum B CBOW KOMHaTy, cobupasicb HapsAAMTbLCA B JNyvwwue
nnatbf, NOTOMY 4YTO Kaxgas M3 HUX BooOpaxana, 4YTO UMEHHO OHa W
ecTb u3bpaHHUUa 3TOro Kpacasua.



Mpunesxum roctb, OCTABWWCb HaAefMHE CO CBOEKW HEBECTOW, BbiHYN
NOSIOBUMHKY KoOJSibLa M 6Gpocun B TOT KyDOOK, KOTOpbW OH en nopan.
OHa npuHAna Kybok, BbiMUIa ero — U Kak xe 3abunocb ee ceppaue,
Korga OHa yBupena Ha [He MONIOBUHKY Kosbua!

OHa BblHyNna CBOW MNOJIOBUHKY KOfblLa, KOTOPYW HOCW/A Ha lWee Ha
NIEHTOYKE, MPUIOXMIa ee K 3TON MNOSIOBMHKE, M OKa3anocb, 4to obe
YacTW KakK pa3 NoaxXoa4sT OfHa K OpYyrou.

Torpa OH CcKa3an en: «f TBOW HapPeYEeHHbIn XEeHUX, KOTOPOro Thl
BMoena MeOBEeXHWKOM; HO Tenepb No MuAoctu boxuen 5 BHOBbL
noslyynmn CBOM 4yenoseyeckun obpa3s M BHOBb ounctunaca». OH nopowen
K Hen, obHsn ee u nouenosan.

Mexny TeM obe cecTpbl HeBeCTbl BOWAM B KOMHaTy B MOJSIHOM Hapsapge,
MW KOrga yBWOEnu, 4YTO MNPUE3XMN KpacaBel QOOCTaNCd Ha OO0 UX
MNagwen CcCecTpbl, fJa ewe ycablwanu, 4YTO OH M €CTb TOT CaMblM
MeOBEeXHWK, OHW BblOexanum wn3 KOMHATbl, MWCNOSIHEHHbEe 3106b1 U
APOCTWU: OfHa yTonuiacb B KONoAue, fApyras nosecunacb Ha NepsoM
Xe pnepese.

BeyepoM KTO-TO MOCTydYanca y OBepen OOMa HeBeCTbl, M KOrga XeHuxX
oTnep OBepu, TO yBuaen nepepn cobow 4yepTa B €ro 3eNeHOM OOexpe.

«Bupguwb, — CcKa3an 4epT, — 3a OOHY TBOW AywYy A Tenepb ABe AyWU
nony4un!»
H E B B A

[=] 3arpys3ka...



