Cka3ku 6bpatbeB pumm. Pycanka
B npyny

Hekorpa un pa 6bi1 TakoW MeflbHWK, KOTOPLIA XU CO CBOEKW XEHOW B
nonHoM poBonbCcTBe. W peHer, u pobpa BCAKOro O6bIIO Yy HUX
BOOBOJSIb, M WX OMarococtosHMe rom OT roga BCe BO3pacTano.

Ho Begob 6epa-To Hac 3a YrJoM CTOPOXWUT: KaK MNPUWINO WUX
boratcTBO, TakK CTaNo M yTeKaTb M3 roma B rop, M nog KOHel,
MENbHUK yX, MOl CUYUTaTb CBOEW COOCTBEHHOCTbW TOSILKO Ty
MeNbHULY, Ha KOTOPOW OH Xwun.

Bce 3T0 ero o4yeHb nevyanuno, M Korga OH Mocjie OHEBHOro Tpyaa
NOXUNCA cnatb, TO He Haxogun cebe nokos u o03aboyeHHO BoOpoYancs
B CBOEW MNOCTenu.

OpHaxaobl YTPOM, BCTaB €lWle A0 BOCXOAa COMHUA, OH BbWENn NoAablaThb
CBEXMM BO3OYyXOM M AyMan, 4TO Yy Hero OT 3TOr0 HEMHOro Ha ceppue
noneryaer.

Korpa oH nepexogun 4yepe3 MeNlbHUYHYK MJIOTUMHY, Npope3ancs MnepBbin
NIyd CONHUA, M B TO ¥e BPeMs OH YyCsblilanl Kakou-TO WOPOX.

OH obepHyncs wn yBuUOen TnNPeKPAaCHYW XeHWWHY, MEOJIeHHO
NOOHUMABWYKCA M3 BOObl. Ee pNMHHbIE BOJIOCH, KOTOPbLIE OHa
npuaoepxuBana Ha njeyax CBOWMM HEXHbIMM pyKaMu, Hucnapanum c
obenx CTOpPOH WU npukpbiBanu ee benoe Teno.

MenbHUK NOHAN, 4YTO 3TO — pycanka M3 Mnpyga, M CO CTpaxy He
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3Han, 6exaTb KM eMy NockKopee MM NPUMOCTaHOBUTbCA. Ho pycanka
CBOWUM HEXHbIM FOJIOCKOM Ha3Basa ero no WMMeHW u cnpocuna, noyemy
OH TaK MnevasneH.

MenbHUK CHa4yana oToponen ObNO, HO KOrga ycnbiwan, 4YTO OHa
FOBOPUT C HUM TaK slaCckoBO, OH cobpancsa c OyxoM u pacckasan em,
4YTO Hekorgpa Xun B cyacTbe M 6oratcTtBe, a Tenepb BAOPYr Tak
obegHen, 4To He 3HaeT, Kak M 6biTb. «byab cnokoeH, — cKa3ana
eMy pycanka, — 4 Tebsa cpgenaw u cyactnueee, u boravye npexHero;
HO TONIbKO Tbl AonxeH obewaTb, 4YTO OTHAAWlb MHE TO, 4YTO Cen4yac B
TBOEM [OMe poaunocb». — «Yto 6b MOrno 310 OLITB? — nopgyMan
MeNnbHUK. — Pa3Be KOTEHOK WM WEHOK KakKon-Hubyab?» — n noobewan
en fgaTb Xenaemoe.

Pycanka onsiTb onycTtunacb B BOAY, @ OH, YTEWEHHbN U 0OOOPEHHbIN,
nocnewnn BEPHYTbCS Ha MeNbHULY.

Ewe He ycnen OH [OWTM OO0 Hee, KaK Bblwia ChyxXaHKa W3 OBepen wu
3aKpuyana emy: «Papyncsa, xo3suH, XeHa Tebe cbHOYKa popgunal»
MenbHUK CTOSN, KaK MOJIHUEN MNOPAXEHHbIM: OH MOHSAN, 4YTO KOBapHas
pycanka BCe 3TO 3Hala K obMaHyna ero. C NOHWKWEW TFOSIOBOM
nogowesn OH K MOCTEeNM CBOEW XEeHbl, M KOrga OHa €ero cnpocwuna:
«4YT0 Xe Tb He paayewbcs 3TOMY KpacaBUYMalbuWKy?» — OH
paccka3an eu, 4YTOo C HWUM CIyyYmnocb U Kakoe obewaHue pan OH
pycanke. «Ha 4To MHe un cyactbe, u 6oraTtctBo, — pobaBwn OH, —
KON 1 OONXeH NnoTepaTb cBoe AuMTA? Ho 4To Xe MHe pgenaTtb?»

N ponCTBEHHWKKM, KOTOpbIE MPUWAM MNO3OPaBUTb POOUNbHULY, TOXE He
3Hanu, 4eMm bege nMoMoub.

A Mexpy TeM cyacTbe BHOBb BEPHYNOCb B OOM MefbHUKa. Bce, 4To
OH npeanpuHuUMan, ypaBanoCb eMy, W Ka3anocb, OYATO CYHOYKKU WU
ALMKKM caMum cobow HanonHANUMCb, a AeHbru B WKagy BbipacTanu 3a
HOYb .

HeMHOro npowno BpeMeHu, a ero 60ratcTtBo BO3POC/SI0O 3HAYUTENBHO
NPOTUB MPEXHErO.

Ho oH He B cunax 6bn 3ToMy papoBaTbCA: obewaHue, paHHoe
pycanke, Tep3ano ero ceppue. Kaxgbim pa3, Korga OH MPOXOAWUN Mo
bepery npypa, OH TakK W onacanca TOro, 4YTO OHa BCMJbLIBET Ha
NOBEPXHOCTb BOAbl M HAMOMHWUT eMy O ero posre.

CaMoro cCbolHKa CBOero OH K Bofe M He nognyckan. «beperucb, —
ropapuMBan OH eMy, — eC/iM Tbl TONIbKO KOCHeWbCsd BOAObI, TO OTTypda



cenyac BbICYHETCH pyKa, CxBaTuUT Teba M CTawuT BHU3>.

Ho rop yxogun 3a rogoM, a pycajnka BCe He nokKa3biBanacb; BOT
MENbHUK-TO M Ha4yan yxXe yCnokauMBaTbCH.

Manb4yuMK CTan wHowen u noctynun B oby4yeHue K erepiw. Korga oOH
KOHYMN Yy4YeHbe U CTan OTNINYHLIM erepemMm, BageTenb OnuMxaunwero
UMeHnsa npuHan ero K cebe Ha cnyxoby.

B Ton pepeBHe Oblla KpacuBas M 4YeCTHas [OeBylWKa, KOTopas erepwo
nonwbunacb, M Korga ero, rocnoguH 3TO 3aMeTun, TO MNOQapun emy
MajleHbKUW [OOMMK; TaM MONOOble MOBEHYaNUCb, 3aXWUNU CMNOKOWHO U
CYaCT/IMBO M OT agyuwwm nwbunu gpyr gpyra.

OpgHaxabl rHanca erepb 3a CEPHOU.

Korpa 3Bepb 6bl1 BbiFHAH M3 fleca B 4YWCTOe nose, erepb noMmyancs
3@ HMM W BbLICTPENIOM MONOXUST €ro Ha MecTe.

OH BOBCe He 3aMeTusl, 4YTO BCe 3TO npoucxoguno BOGAM3KM ONaCHOro
npypa, W, BbIMOTPOWMB 3Beps, nogowen K Boae, 4Tobbl 0OMbITbL CBOM
OKpPOBAaBJIEHHbLIE PYKMU.

Ho egBa TONbKO OH OKYHYN pPYKM B BOAY, KakK pycanka M3 BoOAbl
nogHanacb, C XOXOTOM obxBaTwuia €ro CBOWMW BRAXHbBIMA pPyKaMu WU
Tak ObICTPO yBNeKna ero B BOAy, YTO OH Pa3oOM UCYe3 B BOJIHAX.
Korpa 3aBeyepeno, a erepb OOMOWM He BO3BpaTUNICH, TO XeHa ero
nepenyranachb.

OHa BblWa 3@ HWUM Ha NOUCKU, M TaK KakK OH HEOOQHOKPAaTHO FOBOpPUN
en, 4YTO onacaeTcsd npecnefoBaHUs pycanku U OONXEH ocTeperartbCH
npubnuxeHns K nNpyay, TO OHa yxe npegsupgena, 4TO0 MOrno
CAYy4YnTbCA.

OHa nocnewuna K BoOfe, Hawna Ha Oepery npyga ero OXOTHWUYBLIO
CYMKY W yXe He MOorjla COMHeBaTbCfl B MNOCTUrlWIEM ee Hec4yacCTbe.
JloMas pykKu, C njayeM cTana OHa Npu3biBaTb CBOEro MUAOC0, HO
HanpacHo; oOHa 6bLICTPO nepewna MNOTOM Ha APYryw CTOPOHY npypa wu
BHOBb CTajla BbIKIMKATb €ro M ocbiNnaTb pycanky OpaHbl, HO HUKTO
He oTBevan eun.

MoBepxHoCTb BOAbl 6bN@a rnapka, WM TONMbKO MNOJIOBUHA JYHb
OoTpaXanaCb B HEW HENOOABWUXHO.

beoHas XeHwuHa He nokupgana 6eper npypa. bBbICTpbIMM waramu, He
OCTaHaBnMBasACb, OHa obxogwuna ero KpyroMm, uHorga Mosj4a, WHOrpga
nmcnyckas rpoMKme KPWUKW, WHOrga TUXUA CTOH. HakoHel, OHa
Boibunacb M3 cwun, onycTuiacb Ha 3eMniw M Bnana B rnybokoe



3abbiThe.

Bckope en npucHunca coH. CHMNOCb en, 4TO OHa CO CTpaxoM maeT B
ropy no y3KOMy npoxooy Mexay 6onbwnmx ckKan; ctebnu Konw4ux wu
NON3y4YnXx pacTEeHUU Uennsaucb €M 3a HOruM, QOOXAb XecTan ee B
NUUo, a BeTep pa3BeBasl €e [AJIMHHbIeE BONOCHI.

Korpa oHa nopgHsfnacb Ha BepuuHy, ee B30paM npeacTaBulacb COBCEM
MHas KapTuHa.

Hebo 6bino ronyboe, BO3OyxX TensblM, 3€eMns CnycKanacCb MATrKUM
CKaTOM, W Cpeaun 3eNeHOW NyXauku, YCEessHHOW NEeCTpbiMU LBeTaMu,
CTOSNa ONPATHAN XWXMHA.

OHa nowna K 3TOW XWXWHe, OTBOpPWSa OABEPb M BUAMT — CUOUT TaM
cepgas cTapyxa W nNpuMBeTNMBO e KuMBaeT. B 3To caMoe MrHoBeHue
Hec4YaCTHas XeHWuHa NpPOCHYynachb..

[leHb yXe 3aHAnCcs, M OHa TOTYaC pewwnnacb NOCNefoBaTb YKa3aHUI
CBOEro CHOBMWOEHUA.

OHa C BENMUKUM TPYOOM nopHsNnacb B ropy, M BCe KPYroM ObI10 TOYHO
TakK, KakK OHa HO4Ybl BO CHe Bupaena. Hawna OHa M XUXUHY, #”
CTapyxy B XuxuHe. Ta npuHana ee nNackoBo W ycaguna Ha CTyn.
«Tol, BepHO, nepexuna 6onbwoe HecyacTbe, — CKa3aja CTapyxa,
NOTOMY 4YTO Mpuwia NOCETUTb MO OOUHOKYI XUKUHY>.

HecyacTHas XeHWWHa CO cfie3aMyM paccka3lajla CTapyxe, 4YTO C HeMn
cnyyumnocb. «YTewbcs, — CKa3ana cTapyxa, — 9 Tebe nomory. Bor
Tebe 30noTton rpebeHb. loromu, noka B3oumpgeT Ha Hebe NOMHbIN
MecAal, Torga CTynan K npygy, Caaucb Ha bepery ero m pacuyecbiBau
CBOW [OJIMHHbIE 4YepHble BOSOCbl 3TuMM rpebHem. Korpa xe pacuyeuweuwsb,
TO NONoxuM ero Ha 6epery v yBuamwb, 4TO nNpousonpeT».

BepHynacb 6GepHaXKa OT CTapyxu, HO BpeMda OO0 HacTynJeHus
NOAYHOYM THAHYNOCb O4YeHb MegnleHHOo. HakoHeu cBeTnbiM Kpyr Mecsdua
BbINSLIT Ha Hebe, M OHa BbWIA K npyay, cena Ha bepery ero u,
CTana pacyecbiBaTb CBOM [OJIMHHbIE YepHbIE BOJIOCHI 30/10TbIM rpebHeM,
a pacyecas, MNOJI0OKMIa ero OKoNo caMou Bofbl. Bckope nocne T0ro B
rnybuHe npypa 3awyMeno, nogHsnacb Cpean npypa BOJHA,
nogkaTtunacb K 6epery u yHecna c¢ cobown rpebeHb.

Mpowno POBHO CTONbKO BPEMEHWU, CKONbKO ObINO HYXHO, 4YTOObI
rpebeHb nMNOrpy3uMncs Ha [OHO, KakK BOAAHAA TMNOBEPXHOCTb
pa3gBuMHynacb W ronosa ereps nNokKa3ajlaCcb Hapg Hew.

OH He rosopun, HO NevyanbHO MNOCMOTPENn Ha XeHy. B To xe



MrHoBeHne Habexana pgpyras BOSIHA M NOKpbila rosiopy ereps. Bce
ncyesno — npyn cHoBa nexan B 6eperax CBOWUX, CMNOKOWHbLIA MO -
NPeXHeMy, W TONbKO MOMHbIM JIMK JIYHbl OTpaxancs B HEM.

be3syTewHas, BepHynacb 6efHas XeHWMHa OOMOW, WM CHOBUOEHWE BHOBb
yKa3ano el nyTb B XWKUHY CTapyxu. BTopuyHO oTnpaBunacb OHa
Tyga M CTana XanoBaTbCA BedyHbe Ha CBOe rope.

Ctapyxa pana eun 301071y ¢nenty M ckasana: «06oxgn OO NOAYHOUM
M Torga BO3bMWM 3Ty GNenty, cagucb Ha Oepery npypa, cCbirpa Ha
HEW XOPOWEHbKYW MECEeHKY, a 3aTeM MNOoJIOXU (GNenTty Ha Mnecke;
YBUOUWL, 4YTO CRy4YuTCa».

XeHwnHa BCe MCNONHWMA, 4TO eun CTapyxa cka3ana. W epBa TonbkKoO
dnenTa oyyTunacb Ha necke, KakK 3awymeno B rnybuHe; nopgHanach
BOSIHA U Habexana, u yHecna c cobow ¢nenty.

Bckope nocne Toro vM3 BOAObl MOsSIBUNACb yXe He rosioBa ereps, a OH
BeCb NopgHAanca po nosica. OH papoOCTHO NpocTUpan PYyKUM K XeHe, HO
Habexana gpyras BOJSIHA M YyKpbila ero nog cobowu.

«AX, 4TO MHe B TOM, 4YTO A MOEro MWUSIOr0 BUXY Ha MIrHOBeHue,
4yTOOb BHOBb €ro yTpaTuTb!» — CKa3ana Hec4yacTHasd.

Tocka BHOBb HanosHuila ee ceppue, a CHOBUOAEHME B TpeTun pas
npuMBEeNO ee B OOM CTapyxwu.

Ha 3T0oT pa3 BeOyHbs fana eun 30/0Tyl CaMOMNpsanky, yTewwna ee u
cCka3ana: «He Bce ewe cpenaHo; oboxgu, nNnoKa HaACTynuT
MNOSTHONTYHME, BO3bMM CaMONPSANKY, Hanpagu MOJSHYW WNYyNAbKy, a Korpga
OKOHYMWb, NOCTaBb CaMONPSANKYy Yy CaMOW BOObl M YBUAMIWbL, YTO
bynet».

Bce Tak u 6bn0 BbiNOSIHEHO. EpBa noka3ancs MNONHbIKM Mecdl, OHa
noOHecsa 30/10TyWw CaMonpsanky Ha Oeper npypa, YyCcepoHo npsna Ha
HeW OO Tex Mop, MOKa He 3anofiHuia BCeW WNYNbKU JIbHAHOW MpAXen.

Korgpa xe camonpsinka Obila nocTaBneHa Ha Oepery, 3awyMmeno euwe
CunbHee npexHero B rnybuHe, 6onbwasa Bo/nHa Habexana Ha Oeper wu
yHecna caMonpsanky.

3aTeM B CTpye BOAObl MOAHANCA W3 nNpyga €repb B MNOJIHbIA POCT,
ObICTPO BLINPLIFHY Ha beper, cxBaTu/a XeHY 3a pyKy u nobexan.

Ho oHM ewe He ycnenu paneko ybexaTb, Kak BeCb npyn B3Aynca co
CTpallHbIM WYMOM U C HeOoOblYAaMHOW CMNOW MOKaTWU/1 CBOW BOJIHBI B MoJie
Bcnen 3a 6erywumum. OHM yxe Bupgenn HeusbexHyw cMepTb nepefg
rnasamMuM, Korga Hec4yaCTHasd XeHWWMHa B yxace CTajna B3biBaTb O



NOMOWKM K BeQyHbe, M Ta B TOT Xe MUl npeBpaTuila UX: ee — B
xaby, a ero — B nArywky. Bogbl npyga HUMKAK He MOrfM MX yTOMUTb,
OOHAKO Xe pa3fyymnm ux u pa3MeTanun B pPa3Hble CTOPOHbI.

3ateM Bofbl CcTanu cbbiBaTb nocteneHHo, u oba cynpyra, onaTb
BbiOpaBWMCb Ha Cywy, BO3BPAaTWUINCb BHOBb K CBOEMY 4YeNl0BEYECKOMY
obpa3y. HO HM OoOMH M3 HWX He 3Han, roe OoCTaliCis OpPYyrow; OHMU
OYYTUAUCH CPEean YyXMX NOen, KOTOpble OaXe He 3HalM UX OTYU3HbI.

Wx oTpensnu gpyr OT Opyra BbICOKME ropbl U rnybokue QONUHBLI.
YT0Obl NPOXMTbL, OHW BbIHYXAEHb ObIIM NacTuU OBEL, MHOFO NneTt cpagy
FOHATbL CBOM CTapga No NofigM M flecam; M ceppua ux ObUIM UCMNONHEHDI
nevyanu M TOCKM NO POAUHE.

Korgpa opgHaxgbl BeCHa CHOBa fiBM/flaCb Ha 3eMlo, U erepb, W XeHa
ero OQHOBPEMEHHO BbirHanNM CTaga CBOM B MNone, Clydyan 3acTaBun UX
BCTpeTutbca. OH nepBbiM yBUOEN 4Ybe-TO CTafo OBEL Ha OTAasIEHHOM
CKJIOHe ropbl M NOrHan CcBOe CTago B TOM Xe HanpasneHuun. OHWK
COWIMCb B OOQHOW OONMHE, HEe Yy3Hanu Opyr apyra, OOHAaKO Xe U ToMy
yXe pagoBanuCb, 4YTO He ObIM NO-NpexHeMy OANHOKUMMU.

C TOoro OHA OHM exeOHEeBHO MacnuM cTaga CBOWM PAOOM; TOBOPWUIIN OHMU
Mexagy Ccobon HEeMHOro, HOo y Hux 6bio nervye Ha pyuwe.

OpHaxpgbl BeyepoM, KOrpa MnOJHbIM Mecsdl KaTunca no Heby M OBUbl yXe
yNnernmcb Ha MOKOW, nacTyxX BblHYN W3 CyMbl GAEUTY M Cbirpajl Ha HeW
NpeKpacHyw, XOTA W FPYCTHYW MeCHW.

3aKOHYMB MECHK, OH 3aMeTun, 4YTO NacTylwka ropbko nnaver. «0 yem
Tbl MJlAYelb?» — CNPOCUN OH. «AX, — OTBeYana OHa, — TOYHO TaK Xe
CBETWJ1 Mecsl, KOorga s B MNOCJAeQHMA pa3 3Ty CaMyl NecHW urpana
Ha ¢nente M u3-nog BOAbl Npyaa Noka3anacb rosioBa MOEro MUIIOro».

OH nocMOTpen Ha Hee, W y HEro C/OBHO MnefeHa C rna3 cnana: OH
y3Han xeHy! N B TO BpeMsi, KakKk OH B Hee BrnsgbiBanca, a Mecsy
SIPKO OCBeWan ero Auuo — M OHa ero y3Hana!

OHn obHsAnuchb, nouenoBannucb — WU ObAM NIM OHM cYacTNuBbl, 06 3TOM
HeYyero u cnpawvBaTb..
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