Cka3ku llapna lMeppo. Puke ¢
XOXONKOM (XOXJIUK)

Xuna-6bina ogHa KoOposieBa, W poausa OHa
CblHA, TaKOro ypoga, 4YTO OONro COMHEBAaNWCb, Aa MOJSIHO, 4YeNoBekK
nM 3T70?7 BonwebHuua, KOTOpas Haxomunacb MNPU €ro POXAEHUMU,
3aBepunia, 4T0 OoH bypeT ovyeHb yMmMeH. OHa npubasuna paxe, 4TO,
CUow ee yapopencrtea, OH bypeT coobwaTb CBOW YM BCSKOMY, KOro
Kpenko nosnbunTt.

Bce 3T0 Heckonbko yTewwuno 6egHylw KOponeBy, KOTOpas OYEHb
orop4yanacb TeM, 4TO poguna Takoro 6e3obpa3Horo pebeHka.

Ho epBa 3T1T0T pebeHOK Hayan nenetaTtb, KakK OH CTan FOBOPUTb
ype3BblYaMHO YMHble Bewu, M BO BCEM, 4YTO TONLKO OH HW penan,
O6bN10 CTONBLKO yMa, 4TO BCE MNMPUXOOMAN OT HEro B BOCXMUUWEHME.

A1 3abbin cka3aTb, 4YTO AUTA pPoaMNOCb C HeBONbWMM MYYKOM BOJIOC Ha
rosioBe, OT4YEro ero u npo3Banu XOXJINKOM.

JleT 3Tak 4yepe3 CeMb MM BOCEMb KOpOJSieBa COCeOHero uapcTsa
poouna OBYX OoO4Yepen.

MepBasd, KoTopas sBMNacb Ha cBeT, ObNla NpekpacHa KaK [OeHb;
KoponeBa TakK 3ToMy obpapgoBanacb, 4YTO C HEW 4YyTb He caenanocb
AYPHO.

Ta camasa BonwebHuua, KOTOpPas Haxomunacb NPU POXOAEHUWU
ManeHbKoOro XoxJuka, NpucyTcTBoBasa W 30€Cb, W, 4YT0Ob YyMepuTb
pPagoCTb KOpPOJieBbl, 00bSBMNA, 4YTO HOBOPOXOEHHOW MpuHUecce 6or He
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0an pa3yMa M 4To OHa bypeT CTONMbKO Xe rfayna, CKOJIbKO Xopouwa.
JTO OYEHb TPOHYJI0O KOPOJIEBY; HO 4Yepe3 HECKONIbKO MUHYT C HeEW
CNnyynnocb eule 6onbliee rope: OHa poauna BTOPYKW OO04Yb, CTPaAWHOro
yponaua.

— He ropwnte, cypapbiHd, — CKa3ana eu BonwebHuua, — BaWwa OoYb
bynet HarpaxpeHa OpyruMum OOCTOMHCTBaMu: OHa OypgeT TakK YMHa,
YTO MNOYTU HWUKTO M HE 3aMeTUT B HEeW HepocTaTKa KpPacoThl.

— [an 6or! — oTvBevyana koponeBa. — Ho Henb3d nuM cHabpoutb
HEMHOXKO YMOM CTapllyw, KOoTopas TakK KpacuBa?

— Co CTOpOHbB YyMa, CypapblHa, S HWYEro He Mory cpenatb, —
oTBevana BonwebHMUA, — HO BCe MOTy CO CTOPOHbl KpPacOThl, M Kak
0ns Bac 9 BCe rotoBa npeanpuvHATb, TO Oaw en B pap, 4Y4TO OHA
byneTt coobwatb CBOW KpacOTy BCAKOMY, KOro Kpemnko nonobut.

Mo Mepe TOro Kak MNpPUHUECCH nogpacTaln, UX COBEpWEHCTBA
yBenuunBanucb. Be3pe TonbkKo M ObINO peyen, 4UYTO O KpacoTe
CTapwen pga o6 yme Mnapgwen.

MpaBoa, 4TO C BO3pacCTOM YBENMYMBASIMCb U MX HeOQOCTaTKM: Mnapuwas
gypHena C Kaxgoud MUHYTOW, a CTapwas C KaxabM 4acoM CTaHOBMUNAChb
BCe rnynee u rnynee. KpoMe T10ro, oHa Obila Takas pa3uHA, 4YTO He
MOr/jla 4YallKky Ha CTON NOCTaBUTb, He oTbMB el ywka, a, Korga nuna
BOoOoy, MNOSIOBMHY CTakaHa onpokuabiBana cebe Ha nnatbe.

XoTsi KpacoTa u 6onbwoe OOCTOMHCTBO B Monogou ocobe, opOHaKo
FrOCTSIM Mnagwas no4Tu BCerga Hpasunacb bonblie cTapuwewn.

CnepBa rocTu nogcepmanuM K KpacaBuue, nornspgetb Ha Hee,
nonwboBaTbCsf; HO MOTOM OHM MNEPEXOOMIM K pa3yMHuUEe, nocnyuwaTb
ee MNPUATHbIE peyn, U, K WU3YMNEHU BCEW KOMMNAHWUM, MUHYT 4epes
0ecsiTb BO3/le CTaplled yxXe He O0CTaBaNoCb HWUKOFr0O U TFOCTH
TONNUNAUCL BOKPYr MNaguwen.

Ctapwasa xoTs M 6bna rnyna kKak npobka, OQHakKo 3aMeTuna 370, MU
OHa 6e3 coxaneHua oTgana Obl BCIO KPAacoTy 3a MOJSIOBUHY CECTPUHOrO
yMa.

KoponeBa, HecMOTpsS Ha BCe cBoe 6Onaropa3syMume, He Morna
yoepxaTbCsi, 4T0Ob He nonpekaTb OO04Yb ee raynocTtbiw. OT 3TOro
6enHas npuHUEecCa 4YyTb He ymupana C rops.

Pa3 nowna OHa B NleCOK nonjlakaTb O CBOEM HecvyacCcTbe, TOJIbKO
BMOUT — MNOAXOAMT K HEW MOSIOOAOW 4YenoBeK, BeCbMa HEKpPacCuBbin W
BECbMa HENPUATHbIM, HO B POCKOWHOM MNaThbe.



To 6bi71 Monopgon npuHLU XOXNWK, KOTOPbLIN BRwbuncs B Hee no
nopTpetaM, pacnpoCTPaHEHHbM MO BCEMYy CBeTy, M OCTaBW/i CBoOe
KOpPONeBCTBO, 4YTOOb MMeTb YNOBONIbCTBME BUOETb €€ U FOBOPUTb C
Helw .

Pagydacb, 4TO BCTPETWUN MNPUHLECCY HaeauHe, XOXJIMK Nofowen K Hen
KakK MOXHO MnoyTuTenbHee u BexnuBee. [l0300pOBaBWNCL KaK chegyer,
OH 3aMeTW/l, 4YTO MPUHLECcCa neyasbHa, U FOBOPUT:

— He noHuMaw, cypapbiHA, KakK Takad npekpacHas ocoba MoxeTt
HaxOAWTbLCA B TakKoW 3agymMumBocTu, MOO XOTH A MOry NOXBanuTbCH,
YTO BUOEN MHOXECTBO MpPeKpacHbx 0cob, opHako ob6A3aH cka3aThb,
YTO HUKOrOa He BWUOEN TAKOW KpacoThl, KakKoBa Bala.

— Kakon Bbl KOMNJIMMEHTWMK, cygapb! — oTBeyana npuHuecca, fa Ha
TOM U OCTaHOBMUNaCh.
— KpacoTta, — npoponxan XOXJMK, — eCTb TaKoe BeJiukoe

OOCTOMHCTBO, 4YTO OHa [OOJIXHA 3aMeHATb BCe, MU KTO KpacoTow
obnapaet, TOT He MOXeET, MO MOEMY MHEHMWI, HM O 4YeM ropesBaThb.
— Jlyywe a 6bina 6bl, — roBOpPUT NpUHUECCA, — TaKOW Xe ypon, Kak
Bbl, Oa uUMena Obl yM, 4eM C Moew KpacoTow fga ObiTb Takou Oypow.

— HuuTOo, cypapbliHf, TakK He OOKa3biBaeT yM, KakK ybexpeHue B ero
OTCYTCTBMM. YM N0 NpPUpoae CBOEW Takoe [OO0CTOSHME, 4YTO YeM
bonbwe ero uMmeewb, Tem 6onble Bepuwb B €ro HegocTaTokK.

— DTOro 9 He 3Haw, — rOBOPUT MNPUHUECCA, — HO 3Haw, 4YTO A O4YeHb
rnyna, OTTOr0O W ropwi 0O CMepTw.

— Tonbko-TO, cypapbiHa! f MOry nofoXuTb KOHEL Ballen nevyanu.

— Kak Tak? — cnpocwunia npuHuecca.

— f Mory, cypapbiHa, coobuMTb cBOM yM Tou ocobe, KOTOpyw Kpenko
nonwbnw; a Kak BbI-TO, CydapbiHA, U eCTb 3Ta caMmas ocoba, TO OT
BaC CaMMX 3aBUCUT MOYMHETb, KaK TOJIbKO BO3MOXHO, fuwb Obl Bbl
cornacunmMcb MOUTKU 3a MEHS 3aMyX.

MpuHuecca cMyTunacb U HMYEro He oTBevana.

— Buxy, — npoponxan XOXNWK, — 4YTO 3TO nNpepsloXxeHne BaM He Mo
BKYCY, W He YyOMUBAAKCb, HO O3l BaM LENbIN rog BPEMEHU: noayMante
n peunTechb.

MpuHuecca 6biMa Tak rayna M BMecTe C TeM el TaK XOTenochb
NoyMHeTb, 4TO, pOyMas, Korpa-To euwe ropm npoupgeTt, OHa
corsacunacb Ha npepfnoxeHne. Kak Tonbko oHa obewana XoXJuKY
BLINTM 3a HEro pPOBHO 4Yepe3 rof, OeHb B [O€Hb, TakK ceunyac



noyyBcTtBoBana cebs coBceM WHOW: Hawna B cebe HeBepoAaTHOE
yMeHue roBOpPuUTb BCE, 4YTO B3AyMaeTCH, M TFOBOPUTb TOHKUM,
€CTECTBEHHbIM M MPUATHLIM MaHepoM. B Ty e MWHYTy OHa nosena C
XOXJIMKOM XMBOW W rafiaHTHbIM pa3roBOp, B KOTOPOM TaK OTAu4ymnach,
4yTo XOXIMK HepoyMmeBan, yX He coobwun nu oH ein 6onbuwe yma, 4YeMm
cebe caMoMy ocCTaBuf.

Korpa npuHuecca BOo3BpaTunacb BO fABOpel, MNPUOBOPHbIE HE 3Hanu,
yeM 0O6bSICHUTbL Takoe BHe3anHoe u HeobbIKHOBEHHOE npeBpalleHune,
nbo CKONbKO MNpexme y Hee BbipbiBaNoCb TynocTten, CTONbKO Tenepb
CNblllaniv OT Hee 3[OpaBblX U YMHbIX peven.

Becb OoBop npuwen B HeBooOpa3uMmyw pagoCTb, TOSIbKO OfAHa MNaawas
cectpa 6bna He CcoBCeM [OBOJIbHA, MNOTOMY 4TO, MNOTepsAB CBOe
npexHee npeuMMywecTBO Hap CeCcTpow, OHa Tenepb Ka3anacCb B
CPAaBHEHUM C HEW He YeM MHbM, Kak 6e306pa3HOM MapTbILKOW.
Koponb cTan obpawatbCqd K npuHUECCe 3a COBETOM M faxe pewan
MHOrda B ee KOMHaTe rocypapCTBEHHbe gena.

Cnyx 06 >ToM nepeMeHe pacnpocTpaHunca noscwooy. W3 Bcex
CoOCefHMX KOpPONeBCTB CTaJiu Cbe3XaTbCA MOJOAbIE MNPUHLBbI,
yCunueasacCb MNOHPaBUTbLCA nNpuHuecce u pobuBasCb ee pPykKu, HO OHa
He Haxoguna MX [OCTAaTOYHO YMHbBIMM W BbICSIywuBasa npepnoxeHuns,
HWKOMY He paBas CfoBa.

HakoHel ABUNCA XEHUX TaKOW MOTYyWeCTBEHHbIM, Takon 6orartbiun,
TAaKOW YMHbIK WU TaAKOW CTPOUHBIK, YTO NPUHUECCaA No4vyyBCTBOBana K
HEMY CKJIOHHOCTb.

3aMeTMB 3TO, KOPOJSib CKa3an, 4To npepocTaBnsieT BbbOp cynpyra Ha
ee BOJI0 M 4YTO, KaK OHa pewuT, TakK TOMy U ObiTb.

N3BECTHO, 4YTO 4YeM 4YefloBEK YMHee, TeM eMy B 3Tux OpayHbiX penax
TpyoHee MPUHATbL Kakoe-HUOyab peweHue. [lo3TOMy npuHUecca,
nobnarogapue oTua, Npocusa faTb €W BpeMsa nogymaTthb.

MoToM OHa nowsa NPOrynaATbCsA M, MNOMNaB HEYasHHO B TOT CaMbii
necok, rpe csena ¢ XOXJIMKOM 3HakKOMCTBO, MpPUHAMAcb pa3fyMbeiBaTb
Ha cBobopge, 4TO en pgenaTtsb.

FynaeT OHa, AyMaeT CBOKW [OYyMYy.. TONIbKO BOPYr CAbWMT MNog HOramu
FAyXon wym, TOYHO nof 3emnel xopdaT, 6erawTt, CnpaBnAwT Kakoe-TO
neno.

Mpucnywanacb OHa BHMMATeNbHee W CAbLIWWT, OAMH KpuuuT: «llopamn
MHe KoTen», a apyroun: «[lognoxu B OFOHb [POB»..



B Ty Xe camyi MUHYTY 3eMmnsa pa3Bep3fniacb, WM OHa yBupgena y cebs
nofg HoramuM Kak Obl 60AbWwyl KYXHW, MOJSIHYH MNOBapoB, MOBAapeHKOB W
BCAKOrO Nioga, KakKoW TONIbKO HYXEeH Afg MPUroTOBSIEHUA POCKOWHOI O
nupa. Tonna 4enoBekK B fBaguaTtb MAWM B TpuauaTb BbICKOYMNA
OTTygna, nowna B OQHY M3 Onuxaunwux annen, ycenacb BOKpPYr
OJIMHHOTO CTOMl@a U C KYXOHHbBIMM HOXaMM B pykKax, C MNOBapCKUMU
Konnakamm HabekpeHb paBauW pybuTb B TaKT MACO, HaneBas BecCenyw
NeCHKW .

MpUHUecCa, yOuBNEeHHas 3TUM 3penuueM, Crnpocusia ux, ONa KOro OHU
NOOHANN TaKyld BO3HIO?

— [Ina npuHua XoxukKa.

MpuHuecca yausBunacb ewe 6Oonbwe W, BCMNOMHWB BAPYFr, 4YTO POBHO
rog Ha3ap, O€eHb B [O€eHb, OHa obewana BHIUTM 3a XOXJIMKA 3aMyX,
yyTb ObINIO He cBanunacb C Hor. A 3abbia OHa Npo BCe 3TO MNOTOMY,
4yTOo, KOrpga pasana obewaHue, Torpga Obila Aypon, MNONYy4YUB Xe OT
npuMHUa yM, 3anaMsitoBana BCE CBOM TNynocTw.

He npowna oHa v TpupguaTyh waros, Npofonxas NPOrynkKy, Kak SABUICH
nepegHe cam XoxnuK, Becenbin M 6bpasbii, pa3ogeTbin, Kak cnepyert
KEHUXY .

— Bbl M3BONMTe BUAeTb, CcypapblHA, — CKa3ajnl OH, — 4YTO 9 CBATO
0epxy cBoe cC/qloBO. He coMHeBawCb, 4YTO W Bbl Takxe npuwnu cioga,
4yT0OBI COoepXaTb CBOe W, OTOaB MHe BaWy pPYKY, CAoenaTb MeHS
CYACT/IMBENWMM U3 CMEPTHbBIX.

— Mpu3HaTbCa BaM OTKPOBEHHO, — OTBevyasa npuHuecca, — 1 ewe He
NPUHANA Ha 3TOT CYeT HUKAKOro peweHus, pa, KaxeTcsd, HUKOrga wu
He MpuUMy TaKOro peweHus, Kakoe BaM Obi1o 6bl XenaTenbHo.

— Bbl MeHa ypouBndete, cypapbiHA! — BCKpu4yan XOXuUK.

— Bepw, — oTBevana npuHuecca, — u, 06e3 COMHeHus, uMen 9 Oeno c
HaxasioM WIn C OypakoMm, $ Haxogunacb Obl B OYEeHb 3aTpPyOoHUTENbHOM
nonoxeHnn. OH cka3an 6bl MHe, 4YTO MNpUHUECCa OO0/XHa OepxaTb CBOe
CNOBO M 4YTO TaK KakK $ C/0BO fAana, TO U BbIMTM 3a HeEro [JOJIXHa.
Ho Kak A roBopw C CaMbiM yMHbIM 4YE€10BEKOM B CBETE, TO YyBepeHa,
4YTO OH MNpPUMET MOM pe30Hbl. BaM u3BeCTHO, 4TO 4 He pewanachb
BLIMTU 3a BacC paxe Torpa, korga 6bina Habutom pypom. Kak xe Bbl
XoTute, 4Tt0bbl, NONy4YymB OT BaC YyM, COENaBWWMWA MeHA ewe
pa3bopunBee npexHero, A npuHana Tenepb peweHune, KOTOPOro
nsberana npexpe? EcnuM Bbl TakK [QOPOXUTE 3TOW XeHUTbOOW, Bbl



HanpacHo u36aBuWAM MeHA OT rAynocTU W OTKPbIIM MHEe rnasa.

— Ecnu 6bl paxe pypaky, — oTBe4yan XOXJUK, — Ob10 NO3BOSIUTENBLHO,
Kak Bbl CeM4yaC W3BOAMAM 3aMeTUTb, MOMNPEKHYTb BaC M3MEHOW, TO
KakK Xe Bbl XOTUTe, cypgapbiHi, 4T0oO A ypoepxancsa OT ynpekoB, Korpa
0eno moeTt o0 cyacTbe Bcen ¥u3Hm? Cnpasepnueo nu TpebosaTb, 4TOO
YMHble nogn Teprnenu 6Oonbwe pgypakoB? MoxeTe Nu Bbl yTBEpXdaTb
3T0, Bbl, ocoba yMHad M CTONb Xenaswas NoyMHeTb? HO MNpucCTynum,
ecnu no3sonute, K peny. lomumo Moero 6e3obpasusa wuMmeeTe nu Bbl
ewe 4To Opyroe nNpoTMB MOen nepcoHbl? HaxoguTte Bbl MOW pof XYQbM
MM MOW yM, WM MOW HPaB, WX MOW MaHepbl BAaC He yOOBNETBOPAT?

— HUCKONbKO, — OTBeYana MpPUHLLECCA — MHe, HANpPoTWUB, HPaABUTCH B
BaC BCe, 4YTO Bbl CeMYac nepecyuTanu.
— Ecnn T1ak, — npoponxan Xoxnuk, — s 6byny cyactnue, ub60 Bl

MOXeTe caoenaTb MeHSi KpaCMBEWWWMM M3 CMEpPTHbIX.

— Kakum 3170 obpa3om? — cnpocuna npuHuecca.

— O4yeHb npocTo, — OTBeYan Xoxnaumk. — 370 cbygeTca, CTOUT TONbKO
nonwbutb MeHAa M noxenatb, 41006 370 cCcOBbLINOCL. A 4YTOOB BHI,
CYoapblHA, HEe COMHeBaJiMCb B MOMX CfoBax, 3HaWTe, 4YTO Ta CaMaf
BonwebHnua, KOTOpas B OEHb MOEro poXOeHus [O03BOJSIMA MHe
coobwnTtb CBOM YyM TOMYy, KOro 2 Kpenko nonwbniw, 3Ta caMasf
BonwebHMUa M BaM pa3pewunsa coobwmuTb Bawy KpacoTy TOMY, KOFO Bbl
Kpenko nonwbuTte M KOMy MNoxenaeTte oKa3aTb TaKylw MWIOCTb.

— Ecnu Tak, — CKa3ana npuHuecca, — Xenaw BCeM cepauemMm, 4ToObl
Bbl ObIIM CaMbiM KpPaCMBLIM M CaMbiM NWOE3HLIM MPUHUEM B CBeTe, W
coobwaw BaM CBOKW KPacCOTy, HACKOSIbKO 3TO OT MeEHA 3aBUCUT.
MpuHuecca ewe He OOroBopwusia CBOMX CNOB, KakK XOXJIMK MoKa3ancs
en CaMbiM KpacCBWbIM, CaMbiM CTPOWHLIM U CaMbiM SI0OE3HbLIM YESIOBEKOM B
cgeTe.

NHbie MCTOpUKKM yTBEpXOawT, 4YTO HEe 4YapoaeucTBo BonwebHWMUbI, a
nwboBb npou3Bena 3T0 npeBpauweHune. OHM roBopaAT, 4YTO Korpga
npuHUecca nopa3sMeiCinia O MNOCTOAHCTBE CBOEro xeHuxa, 00 ero
CKPOMHOCTM M 060 BCeX ero KayecTBaxX AYWEBHbIX M TeNeCHbIX, TO
6be3zobpa3ne ero nuua u ypoasMBOCTb €ro TeNna CKPbAUCb 0T ee
rnas. opb noka3anca en 0CaHKOM BAXHOrO 4YefiloBeka, XPOMOTY OHa
Hawfaa nNPUATHOM MNOXOAKOMWM, KOCbe Trja3a npeBpaTuaucb B
Bblpa3uTeNibHble 04X, PaACTEPSAHHbLIN B3rnaQ nowesn 3a NPpU3HaK CUIIbHOWM
nwboBHONM cTpacTu, un paxe 60AbWOW KpPaACHbLIM HOC HABUCA €W B



BOMHCTBEHHOM, Te€pOMCKOM BUfeE. .

Tak MnAuM uHaye, HO npuHUecca TyT xe obewana eMy CBOW PyKy, ecnu
TO/IbKO OH MOJSIYYUT corjlacue Kopons.

Koponb, cBepaB, 4TO [O04Yb ero Oo4YeHb YyBaxaeT XOXJIMKa, M 3Ha4d
NpUHLUA C XOpoWewn CTOPOHbI, C YOAOBONbCTBWEM COrjlacuncs cpenatb
€ro CBOUM 3ATEeM.

Ha gpyroum e pgeHb cbirpanu cBagbby, Kak XOXNMK 3TO npeasupen, U
C LepeMoHueln, KOTOPYWw [OaBHO YyXe MPUroTOoBWIM NO ero npukasy.
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