CKa3ku u ctuxum YykoBcCKOro.
Xpabpbin Mepcen

B ogpHOM ropoge cny4dunacb 6onbwas 6epa. [lpunetena oTKypa-To
Kpbiiatad XeHwuHa Mepy3a [oproHa. OHa MepsieHHO npoxopusa no
ynuuaM, M BCAKUK, KTO CMOTpPeN Ha Heé, B TOT Xe MUIr CTaHOBWMICA
KaMHEM.

BMecTto BOMoC y Mepny3bl FoproHbl 6biAM OfAMHHbIE YépHble 3Meun. OHu
BCE& BpeMd WeBenuaucCb U Wunenu.

OHa TUXO0 M NeYyanbHO rnapgena KaxpoMy MpoxoxemMy B rnasa, W OH
TOTYaC Xe npespawanca B OKaMeHenyw cTtaTtyw. W ecnu nrtuuya,
nponertas Hap 3eMnéun, B3rnsgbiBana Ha Mepy3y [oOproHy, ntuua
nagana KaMHEM Ha 3eMi.

Bbin NeTHMM 4YypecHbin OeHb. Ha nyxanmkax, B capaxX M Ha ynuuax
6berano MHoro peteu. OHM urpanum B BECENbe WUrpbl, MNpbIranu,
nnacanu, cMesnucb M nenu. Ho ctomno Mepyse oproHe NPOUTU MUMO
HUX, WU OHW MpeBpaWasnCb B XONOOHYW TFpyay KaMHeWn.

B ToM Xe ropopge B BenuMKoNienHoM pABopue xun uapb lMonupekTt. OH
Obin TPYCNAMBLIA W FAYNbIM: [O TOro ucnyranca Mepyssl FOproHbel, 4TO
ybexan u3 pgBopua ¥ cnpaTtancs co CBOMMM BefibMOXaMu B norpebe,
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rnyboko nop 3eMmnému.

«3pecb S Mory He 6o0aTbca Mepy3bl [OpProHbl,— roBOpPUN OH CO
CMEXOM.— 30eCb el MeHsi He HauTu!»

B norpebe Ob10 MHOFO BWMHa M efbl; ULapb Cupgen 3a CTONOM WU
nMpoBan CcO CBOMMUM BenbMoxaMu. Kakoe eMmy 6bn0 geno, 4YTo B
ropoge, TaM, HaBepxy, nwan nornmbawT OOMH 3a APYrUM M He MOryT
CNacTUCb OT XECTOKOW KOJNAYyHbW!

K cyacTblo, Xun B 3TOM ropope xpabpoin lMepcen. Bce oyeHb niobunu
ero. OH Hukorga HuUKOro He 6oanca. Korpgpa cTpawHas Mepy3a
foproHa npoxoguna no ropogy, ero He Obo goMa. Beuepom lepcen
BopoTunca gomon. Cocepm pacckasanu emy o Mepyse [oproHe.

— 3nas, 6becceppe4vyHas KonoyHbsa! — BCKpu4Yan OH.— Moupgy un ybbio
cé.

Cocegn rpycTHO nokavanu rosioBOM U CKa3anu:

— MHoro 6bII0 TakuMx CMenb4akoB, KOTOpble XO- Tenn cpa3nuTbCad C
Megoy3on loproHon. HO HMKTO M3 HUX HE BEPHYNCHA cClopga: OHa BCex
npespaTtusiia B KaMHWU.

— Ho He Mory Xe s cupeTb cnoxa pyku! Beob oHa norybut Bcex
XuTenen Hawero ropopga, BCex MOMX popd Hbix M gpy3en! CerogHsa xe
oToMUly el 3a eé 3nble gena.

N Nepcen nobexan no ynuuaM, paccnpawvBas y KaxOooro BCTPEYHOro,
roe xxunuwe Mepy3bl FoproHel. HO HUKTO He oTBeTun emy. Kaxpgbiu
nnakan Hapg KakuM-HUOyab KaMHEM.

Mepcen 3arnapbiBan nNo NyTWM B Kax@ablM goM: neT nu Tam Mepy3bl
FoproHbl. lMpoxogs MMMO uLapckoro norpeba, oH nogyMan: He TaM Ju
oHa? Cbexan nNo CTyneHAM BHU3 — W yBMaen B noa3semMmesnbe uapa!
LUapb lonupekt cupen 3a CTO/IOM Ha TPOHe M Beceso nupoBan co
CBOMMU BEJIbMOXaMMU.

— 21, TbI! — 3akpuyan oH Mepcew.— Hapewcb, Tbl NPpUWEN cClpga He C
nycTeiMu pykamMm! He xodewb NU Tbl NOQAPUTb MHE KaKuUxX-HuUbygOb
OUKOBUHHLIX pbi6? WNM COYHBIX Arog M Ccnagkux naogos?

— HeT,— cka3an MNepcen.— A He NPUHEC HWUYero — num pboib, HHK
nnonos, HWM sirog. Ho ckopo 4 npuHecy Tebe OparoueHHbiM NOoAapok,



KOTOpbIN obpagyeT u pa3Bece NUT TBOE ceppue. Y uaps OT XaAHOCTWU
3abnectenu rnasa.

— Munbin OHOWa,— CKa3an OH MPUMBETAMBLIM FO- JIOCOM,— MNOOOWAM KO
MHe Onnxe M CKaxu, KakouW fpa- roueHHbh nogapok cobupaewbcs Tl
MHE MNopgHecTu. MoxeT ObiTb, Tbl HaWén Ha OHE MOPA XEMUYYXUHY WK
30/10TYyl0 KOPOHY? — HeTt,— otBeTun [llepcen,— MoW nogapok OOpOxXe
30/10Ta, OOPOXE CaMbIX NYYWUX KEMYYKMUH..

YTo Xe 3710 Takoe? Ckaxwu!

— lonosa Mepy3bl loproHbl! — rpoMko otBetTun [Mepcen.— [a, 4
nopgapw Tebe ronosy Mepy3bl lopro- Hol! A ybblo 3Ty 31y KONOYHbI.
A cnacy oT Heé CBOW poauHy!

Lapb ypapvun KynakoM no CTony:

— Ctynan oT MeHs, xankun 6e3ymeu! Wnu Tbl He 3HaeWb, 4YTO ThICAYU
MOMX OO0OGNECTHbIX BOWMHOB MbiTa- JIMCb YHUYTOXUTb Memy3y, HO MHOMMUX
npeBpaTtuna OHa B KaMHW, a npoyune ybexanu OT Heé, KaK OT JITOoro
3Bepa?

— TBOW BOWHbI TakKue Xe TPYyCbl, KakK Tbl! — rHeBHO oTBeTun lepcen.—
Ho s HuMKOro u Hu4vyero He 6owcb! A He ybery oT Mepgy3bl FoproHbi. U
Tbl NONYy4YulWb OT MeHa eé ronosy. Cka3aB 3TO, OH MOBEpPHyNnca w
ObbiICTpbIMM waramMm ywén u3 nopsana. 3abeie 060 BCEM Ha cBeTe, OH
oyMan Tteumepb 06 OOHOM: KakK Obl HauTu Memy3y [OpProHy u cnactu oOT
Heé poOHYyw CTpaHy?

Ho HanpacHO BCW MO4Yb OO yTpa CKMTANCs OH NO yfnuuaMm ropopa.
TonbKO YyTPOM €My BCTpPeTusica 3HaKOMbiM pbibak, KOTOpbIM CKa3an,
4yTo Mepy3a XMBET Hepaneko, nod BbICOKOW ropou, Yy pyuybs.

K Beuyepy lMepcen pobpancs QO BbLICOKOW ropbl, Ha CKJOHE KOTOPOM
cpeau cepbiXx KaMHeW nog nOepeBbsAMM Chnalla KpenkuM CHoM Mepy3a
foproHa. lepcen obHaxuMn CBOM Mey M NOMYANCs BHWU3 NO yCTynam
ropbl. Ho BCKOpe OH OCTaHOBWUICA M 3apayMancd: «Begob 4TO06bl
oTpybMTb ronoBy cnawen KONAyHbe, W OONKEH B3r/sHYTb Ha Heé, a
ecnnm 1 B3rNsiHy Ha Heé, OoHa cenvyac Xe NpeBpaTUT MEHS B KaMeHb».
OH nogHAN CBOW MeOHbIN WWT — KPYrfbiK, ONecTawunm 1M rnagkum — u
CTajl CMOTPeTb B Hero, Kak CMOTPAT B 3epkano. B 3ToM wurte
OoTpaxXaluCb W [OepeBbsi, WM Cepble KaMHWU, KOTOpble OblIM Ha CKINOHE



ropbl. B HEM Xe oTpa3unacb M cnsduwas XeHWuHa, Y KOTOPOW BOKPYr
ronoBbl ObIIN HE BONOCHI, a YEPHbIE 3Mew.

Tak ypanocb [lepcew npu noMownm 4yypnecHoro wurta ysupoeTb Mepysy
FOproHy, HW pa3y He B3rnsgHyB Ha Heé. Mepy3a cnana Ha 3emne,
pagoM co cBouMu 6e3o0bpa3HbiMM cecTpamm, KoTopble ObIIM NMOXOXM Ha
bonbwnx pasxupeBwnx ceuHen. EE Kpbinba cBepkanu, Kak papgyra, y
Heé ObIN0 Takoe npekpacHoe, nevyanbHoe, 3afdyMyuMBO€ MONOQ0Ee NUUO,
yto [lepcew cTano xanb ybueatTb €é.

Ho TyT OH yBuMOen, 4To Ha ronose y Mepny3bl 3alleBeNUIUCb YEPHbLIE
00BUTbIE 3MEeWU, BCMOMHWUI, CKOJIbKO HU B YEM HE MOBUHHbLIX Niogen u
npeten norybuna 3Ta 3N1as KpacaBuua, CKOMbKO #06pbIX, CYACTNUBLIX,
BECEsnbiX NpeBpaTuia OHA B MEPTBble KaMHU. W eMy ewé cunbHee, 4YeMm
npexne, 3ax0TeNoCb PacnpaBUTbLCA C HEW.

nags B 3epKanbHbIM WWMT, B KOTOPOM oOTpaxanacb Mepy3a, [epcen
nopbexan K HeW M Cpa3y OQHMM yOapoM Meya O0TCeK €& yXacCHyw
ronosy. lonosa oTnetena nNpo4vyb M nokatunacb K pydbio. Ho Mepcen
MW Tenepb He B3rnfaHyn Ha Heé, NOTOMY 4YTO W Tenepb OHa Morna
npeBpaTtTuTb ero B KaMeHb. OH B3/ MewoK, CWWTbHIN W3 KO3bero
Mexa, Obpocun Typa rososBy Megny3bl M BbICTpo nobexan no ropam.

CecTpbl Mepy3bl npocHynucb. Ysupges, 4170 Mepy3a ybuta, OHM C
KpMKaMu B3JieTesIn Ha BO3AYX W, KaK XMWWHble NTUUbI, CTanu KPYXUTb
Hapo pnepeBbaAMM. BoT OHM 3aMeTunu llepces v noneTenut 3a HUM.

— O0TpanM HaM ronosy Hawen cecTpbl! — kKpuyanu ,Hu.— O0Tpan HaM
ronosy Hawen cectpbl! lMepcen bexan no ropam, He ornagbiBascb, W
He pa3 eMy Ka3a/lloCb, 4YTO CTpawHble OProHsl HacTUrawT ero.
CeM4yac OHM BOH3HAT €My B TeN0 CBOM OCTpble MefdHble KOrTu!

Ho ponro oHW netaTtb He MOrAM, TakK KakK OblIM XUPHbIE U O4YeHb
TAXEnbvle. [OHEeMHOry OHW CTanu OTCTaBaTb, HO BCE elé Kpuyanun emy
BCnen:

— OTpanm HaMm ronosy Hawewn cectpbl! lMepcen bexan 6e3 ornagku. OH
6exan no nycTbiHe, a KPOBb C ronosbl Megy3bl Kanana Ha ropsayun
necok, W Kaxpaa Kanng npespawanacb B 3Mew. 3Meu U3BUBAIUCL U
non3nu 3a IllepceeM, cTapadcb yXaJlnTtb ero. HOo OH HEccHA Kak



BeTep, He 60ACb HMYero, M B cepaue y Hero Obia papgocTb. Ybura,
ybuta Mepysa loproHa! bonbwe oHa He OypeT 3nopmenctBoBaThb. [lo
gpopore eMmy BCTpeTunacb pobpasa BonwebHwuua, no wuMeHum AdwuHa
[Mannapa, KOTOpad CKa3ajla eMy:

— Cnasa repow! 3a 10, 4TO Tbl He ucnyranca Megy3bl U crnac OT Heé
CBOW Hapopd, MNpPpUMM OT MeHA B pap 3TW CaHOanuu. ITW CaHpanuu
BonwebHble. Buouwb, K HMM npugenaHsl KpbUiblkn. HapeHb MX cKopee
Ha HOrM, W Tbl NoneTuwb, Kak ntuua. Cka3zaB 370, BosnwebHuua
ncyesna.

YUyTb TOoNnbko [lepcen Hapen caHpanwMu, KPbIIbIWKKA Ha HUX
3aTpeneTtann, W OH, KakK COKOJSl, noneten Hap nycTbiHeEW. Bckope OH
BbleTen K CUHEMY Mopk M BbiCTpo noMyancda Hag HuM. W Bapyr
yeugen 6onbwyw ckany. Ckana crtodna Ha bOepery, BCS ocCBewéHHas
CONTHUEM, M K HEeWn xene3Hou uenbi Oblla NPpUMKOBaHa pOeBYliKa,
KOTopas ropbko pbigana. [lepcen nopneten K HEW U KPUKHYN:

— CkKaxu MHe, npekpacHas [peBYylWKa, KakKue XecCcTo- Kue nwogu
npukosanu tebs K 3ToM ckane? A noupy u 3apybnio MX CBOMM OCTpbLIM
Me4yoMm!

— Yxogn, yxomgum! — 3akpuyana oHa.— CKOpPO BbIHBIPHET M3 MoOpA
OpPaKoH, CTpawHoe Mopckoe 4yyposuwe. OH npornoTut n 169 M MeHs!
Kaxgobll goeHb OH nopnnbiBaeT ciopa, B306upaeTca Ha ropy, pbiweTt Mo
HaweMy ropogy M TaM noxupaet nwgen. OH rnotaet 6e3 pasbopy wu
cTapbiXx M Manbix. Y10o6bl CcnacTucCb OT HEro, XuTenu ropopa
NPUKOBaNM MEHA K 3TOW CKase: [OpPakKOH YBUAMUT MEHS M cenvyac xe
NPOrnoTUT, W BCe JIWAW B HaWeM ropoge OCTAHYTCH XWUBbI.

— He 6owcb 5 Mopckoro yyposuwa! — KpukHyn 6eccTtpawHbin MNepcen.—
CerogHs A YHUUYTOXWN Opyroe 4ypgosuwe, KOTOpoe ropasfo crpawHee!
Ho pesywke 6biio xanko [lepces.

— OcTaBb MeHs,— CKa3ana oHa,— yxogu! A He Xxo0- 4y, 4T0bb TebSf
NPOrnoTUNO 4YynoBuwe.

— Het, 4 He nokuHy Tebsa! A ocTaHycb M ybbi 3TOro 3/0r0
OpakoHa, rnotawwero 6e33aWMTHLIX M- gen. W OH CUNbHO ygpapun
CBOMM OCTpPbIM MEYOM MO uenu, KOoTopon Oblla NpUMKOBaHa OEBYWKA.

— Tbl cBobopgHa! — cka3an oH. OHa 3acMesanacb, obpapoBanacb W
HexHo 6naropgapuna csoero wusbasutena. Ho BOpPYr orfasHynacb w
KPUKHyna:



— Yyposuuwe 6nm3ko! OHO nopnnbiBaeT cwpa! Yto penatb? Yto
nenatb? Y Hero Takue ocTpble 3ybbl. OHO pacTep3aeT, NPOrnoTuUT U
Teba n MeHa! Yxogu, yxogm! A He xouy, 4T0Obl T nNorumb mM3-3a
MeHS .

— fl ocTaHyCb 3aecCb,— CckKa3an [epcen.— A cnacy m T1ebs, M TBOM
ropog OT 3/710ro gpakoHa. Ob6ewan MHe, 4TO, €CNM S YHUUTOXY €ro,
Tol Bygewb Moew XeHOoWw U novMgéuwb BMECTe CO MHOWM B MOW CTpaHy.

[OpakoH nognnoiBan BCé O6nmxe. OH HEcCCA NO BOJZIHAM, CJZIOBHO
Kopabnb. YBuMOeB [OEBYWKY, OH XaOHO pa3uHyn WUpPOKyw 3ybacTyi
nacTb W PUHYNCA Ha Oeper, 4Tobbl NPOrnNoTUTL CBOW XepTBY. HO
Nepcen GeccTpawHo BCTajn nepen HMM U, BbITAWMB M3 KOMbOrO Mexa
ronosy Mepy3bl [OproHbl, Noka3an eé cBupenoMy 4yposuuy. Yyposuuwe
B3rNfAHYN0 Ha BoONwWebHy rofloBY U TOTYaC Xe OKAaMEeHeNo HaBeKu —
NpeBpaTUNOCh B OFPOMHbIM YEPHBIN MPUOPEXHLIN YTEC.

Oesywka 6bina cnaceHa. lNepcen 6pocuncs K Heu, B39N €€ Ha PYKU u
B306exan C Hew Ha BepwwHy ropel, B TOT ropof, KOTOPOMY Yyrpoxano
yyposuwe. B ropope Bce ObmM papgbl M cHacTauebl. Jiiogn obHuMann wu
uenosanun llepcesd n B BOCTOPre Kpuyanu emy:

— [a 3QpaBCTBYEeT BEIMKUW Fepou, KOTOPbIM cCcrnac Hawy CTpaHy OT
normbenn! Y peBywkun 6b10 Kpacueoe uMa: AHOpoMepa. Bckope oHa
CTana xeHow [lepcesi, OH nopgapuWinl €W OOHY M3 CBOMUX YYHOECHbIX
caHpanu, n oba OoHM noneTenu B TOT FOPOA, B KOTOPOM LapCTBOBas
Tpycnuebin MonupekT. OKa3anocb, 4YTO UuUapb [onupekT BCE ewé
npsvyeTtcs y ceba B nopgseMenbe U nNupyet BMecTe CO CBOWUMMU
BenbMOoXamMu. EpBa TonbkKo uapb yBupgen flepcesa, OH 3acMeancd wu
KPUKHYN :

— lMogun-Ka Tbl copa, XBacTyHuwka! Hy, rpoe tBodA Mepy3a [oproHa?
BuoHo, nerye obewatb, 4eM ucnonHuTb! — HeT, uapb, 9 MCNONHUN
cBoé obewaHue: 5 npuHéc Tebe 4yypgecHb nogapok — ronoBy Mepy3bl
FoproHbl! Ho ny4ywe 6bl Tebe Ha Heé He cMOTpeTb!

— HeT, Het! — 3akpuyan uapb.— [lokaxu! A He Bepw Tebe. Tl
XBaCTyYH U oBMaHWuK!

— E& ronoBa 3pgecb, B 3TOM cepoM Melke!

— Tl Nnxéwb. A He Bepiw Tebe,— cka3an uapb.— TaM y Teba camad
0ObIKHOBEHHas TbiKBa.



— Hy uyto %! Ecnu He Bepuwb, rnsgu! — KpUKHYN co cMexoM [lepcewn,
BbIHYN1 M3 Mewka ronosy Mepy3bl [OproHsl M, 3akpbiB rnasa, 4tobel He
CMOTpeTb Ha Heé, noka3an eé uapw W BenbMoOXaM. Te xoTenu
BCTaTb, ybexaTb, HO He MOraM M OCTalUCb Ha MecTe.

— BoT BaM Harpapa 3a TO, 4TO Bbl, Xallkue TPyChl, NpPATannCb OT
FPO3HOW OMACHOCTM W OCTaBWNM CBOW Hapom normbaTb, a camu
nupoBasn OT yTpa [o yTpa.

Ho HWMKTO He oTBeTWMN eMy, MNOTOMYy 4YTO M UapPb M NEIbMOXMU
coenanucb rpypou KaMHen. 0O4yeHb obpapoBanucb XUTenu 3TOro
ropoga, Korfga y3Hanu, 4YTO Ha cBeTe yxe HeT [lonupekTa.

— MycTb uapcTByeT Hap Hamu lMepcen! — 3akpuyanu oHu.— OH Takowm
Xpabpbit n pobpbin. Ho lMepcen He 3axoTen 6biTb uapéM. OH OGpocun B
nyynHy Mopsa ronosy Mepy3bl FoproHbol M ywén B Aanékyw CTpaHy
BMECTe CO CBOEeW MUIOW XeHOoW AHOpoMefnom.

Boian M3 OOMy B ACHYKH HOYb WM B3rfiiHW Ha Hebo, ycCbinaHHOE SAPKUMMU
3Bé3pnamMn. Tbl yBupguwb co3Be3gue Mosoporo llepceda. B pyke vy
Nepces ronosa Mepy3bl, HO He 6oMcCA CMOTpPETb Ha Heé: OHa yXe He
MOXeT npeBpaTuTb Tebs B KaMeHb. PapoM c [llepceeM Tbl yBUAMWL €ro
npekpacHyw XeHy AHppoMepny. Pykum eé& nogHATb KBepXy, CJ/IOBHO OHU
NMPUKOBaHbLI K cKane. TbiCAYM fieT Nwan CMOTPAT Ha 3TU CO3Be3audA U
BCMOMWHAWT CNaBHOro repos [lepces, KOTOpbIK cnac ux oT Mepys3bl
[OProHbl M OT XeCTOKOro MOPCKOro 4ynosuwa.
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